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To understand texts, we're going to have to learn a lot of words.  But it's more important to learn some words than others.  Words like the, a, it, and but are found in almost every text, words like  apple, water and spoon, even though they seem very common, will only be found in some texts. 
So a useful way of looking at the words of languages like is to divide them into structure words (like the), and content words (like apple).  In the following text, the structure words are in black italic and the content words are in blue. 

The Phantom of the Opera, a novel which Gaston Leroux published in 1900, draws us into an extraordinary adventure which keeps us in suspense from the first to the last line.

Structure words (in black italic above) are further classified into  Determiners, Prepositions, Conjunctionsand Pronouns. We'll be looking at them later. They are very common, and there are only a couple of hundred of them.  Most of them are short, worn down from constant use.  They mostly indicate grammatical relations. 
Content words (in blue) are further classified into Nouns, Verbs, Adjectives and Adverbs. There are tens of thousands of them in a language and so they make up most of the words in a dictionary.  Proper nouns (names of people and places) are not usually a problem for understanding, but are also Content Words.  
What is interesting about structure words and content words is that each group makes up almost exactly 50% of any text.   Try counting the words in the Phantom of the Opera texts above, or in any other. 
As you can imagine, if 50% of a text is made up of content words, and there are only a couple of hundred of them in a language (it depends how you count), it's in your interest to make sure you know all those words
Word Structure and Meaning
The way in which a word is constructed, the elements of which it is made, is an important building block in our understanding of our language. Although it is often easy to refer to vocabulary, which is a word and its meaning, it is also important to consider the construction of a word, its morphemes, affixes and inflexions.
Lexis
Lexis is linguistics terminology for words - their choice and appropriateness in a text.
Neologisms
New words are known as neologisms, they are used to express something, but it is not necessary that the word exist in a dictionary, however it is necessary that the word had meaning and need to be easy of understand.

SILENT LETTERS

When one syllable word contains two vowels, one of which is a final e, the final e is usually silent. When to vowels come together in a one syllable word, the second vowel is usually silent.

Words that start with kn-k the k is not pronounced, examples:
Know, Kneel.

Sometimes gh is silent, examples:
Weight, Cought, Hight, Bought

Sometimes words that end with a consonant and there’s an l before the consonant l is not pronounced, examples:
Talk, walk, could, would

COMPOUND WORDS

A compound word is made up of two differents words, must haqve at least two syllables. Always divide compound words into syllables by separating the word into two words (words of one syllable)
Examples:
Weekend		week-end
Sunrise		sun-rise
Playground		play ground

Words with double consonants:

Raccoon		rac-coon
Muffin		muf-fin

PREFIXES

Is an affix which is placed  before a word of base serving to form a new word. Examples:
Unhappy	un-happy		un is negative, antonymic, prefix.
The structure is:		Prefixes + base word

A prefix is placed at the beginning of a word to modify or change its meaning. This is a list of the most common prefixes in English, together with their basic meaning and some examples. You can find more detail or precision for each prefix in any good dictionary. The origins of words are extremely complicated. You should use this list as a guide only, to help you understand possible meanings. But be very careful, because often what appears to be a prefix is not a prefix at all. Note also that this list does not include elements like "auto-" or " bio-", because these are "combining forms", not prefixes.

	Prefix
	Meaning
	Examples

	a-
	also an-
	not, without
	atheist, anaemic

	a-
	to, towards
	aside, aback

	
	in the process of, in a particular state
	a-hunting, aglow

	a-
	of
	anew

	
	completely
	abashed

	ab-
	also abs-
	away, from
	abdicate, abstract

	ad-
	also a-, ac-, af-, ag- al-, an-, ap-, at- as-, at-
	movement to, change into, addition or increase
	advance, adulterate, adjunct, ascend, affiliate, affirm, aggravate, alleviate, annotate, apprehend, arrive, assemble, attend

	ante-
	before, preceding
	antecedent, ante-room

	anti-
	also ant-
	opposing, against, the opposite
	anti-aircraft, antibiotic, anticlimax, Antarctic

	be-
	all over, all around
	bespatter, beset

	
	completely
	bewitch, bemuse

	
	having, covered with
	bejewelled

	
	affect with (added to nouns)
	befog

	
	cause to be (added to adjectives)
	becalm

	com-
	also co-, col-, con-, cor-
	with, jointly, completely
	combat, codriver, collude, confide, corrode

	contra-
	against, opposite
	contraceptive

	counter-
	opposition, opposite direction
	counter-attack, counteract

	de-
	down, away
	descend, despair, depend, deduct

	
	completely
	denude, denigrate

	
	removal, reversal
	de-ice, decamp

	dia-
	also di-
	through, across
	diagonal

	dis-
	also di-
	negation, removal, expulsion
	disadvantage, dismount, disbud, disbar

	en-
	also em-
	put into or on
	engulf, enmesh

	
	
	bring into the condition of
	enlighten, embitter

	
	
	intensification
	entangle, enrage

	ex-
	also e-, ef-
	out
	exit, exclude, expand

	
	
	upward
	exalt, extol

	
	
	completely
	excruciate, exasperate

	
	
	previous
	ex-wife

	extra-
	outside, beyond
	extracurricular

	hemi-
	half
	hemisphere

	hyper-
	beyond, more than, more than normal
	hypersonic, hyperactive

	hypo-
	under
	hypodermic, hypothermia

	in-
	also il-, im-
	not, without
	infertile, inappropriate, impossible

	
	also il-, im-, ir-
	in, into, towards, inside
	influence, influx, imbibe

	infra-
	below
	infrared, infrastructure

	inter-
	between, among
	interact, interchange

	intra-
	inside, within
	intramural, intravenous

	non-
	absence, negation
	non-smoker, non-alcoholic

	ob-
	also oc-, of-, op-
	blocking, against, concealing
	obstruct, occult, offend, oppose

	out-
	surpassing, exceeding
	outperform

	
	external, away from
	outbuilding, outboard

	over-
	excessively, completely
	overconfident, overburdened, overjoyed

	
	upper, outer, over, above
	overcoat, overcast

	peri-
	round, about
	perimeter

	post-
	after in time or order
	postpone

	pre-
	before in time, place, order or importance
	pre-adolescent, prelude, precondition

	pro-
	favouring, in support of
	pro-African

	
	acting for
	proconsul

	
	motion forwards or away
	propulsion

	
	before in time, place or order
	prologue

	re-
	again
	repaint, reappraise, reawake

	semi-
	half, partly
	semicircle, semi-conscious

	sub-
	also suc-, suf-, sug-, sup-, sur-, sus-
	at a lower position
	submarine, subsoil

	
	
	lower in rank
	sub-lieutenant

	
	
	nearly, approximately
	sub-tropical

	syn-
	also sym-
	in union, acting together
	synchronize, symmetry

	trans-
	across, beyond
	transnational, transatlantic

	
	into a different state
	translate

	ultra-
	beyond
	ultraviolet, ultrasonic

	
	extreme
	ultramicroscopic

	un-
	not
	unacceptable, unreal, unhappy, unmanned

	
	reversal or cancellation of action or state
	unplug, unmask

	under-
	beneath, below
	underarm, undercarriage

	
	lower in rank
	undersecretary

	
	not enough
	underdeveloped




SUFFIXES

A letter or group of letter added to the end of a word or root, serving to form a new word:

Base word + suffixes

Suffix       		Meaning             		Usage
	able, ible
	capable of
(adjective suffix)
	portable - able to be carried
legible - able to be read

	ac, ic
	like, pertaining to
	cardiac - pertaining to heart 
aquatic - pertaining to water

	acious, icious
	full of
	audacious - full of daring,
avaricious - full of greed

	Al
	pertaining to
	maniacal - insane 
portal - doorway 
logical - pertaining to logic

	ant, ent
	full of
	eloquent - pertaining to fluid, effective speech.
verdant - green

	Ary
	like, connected with
	dictionary - book connected with words
honorary - connected with honor

	Ate
	to make 
(verb suffix)
	consecrate - to make holy
mitigate - make less severe

	Ation
	that which is 
(noun suffix)
	irritation - that which is irritated

	Cy
	state of being 
(noun suffix)
	democracy - ruled by people
obstinacy - obstinate state, stubbornness

	eer, er, or
	person who 
(noun suffix)
	mountaineer - person who climbs mountains
teacher - one who teaches
advisor - person who advises

	escent
	becoming 
(adjective suffix)
	evanescent - tending to vanish 
pubescent - arriving at puberty

	fic
	making, doing 
(adjective suffix)
	fantastic - arousing great wonder
terrific - arousing great fear

	fy
	to make (verb suffix)
	magnify - to enlarge
petrify - turn to stone

	iferous
	producing, bearing
(adjective suffix)
	pestiferous - carrying disease
vociferous - having a loud voice

	il, ile
	pertaining to, capable of
(adjective suffix)
	civil - polite
docile - easily taught or led

	ism
	doctrine, belief 
(noun suffix)
	monotheism - belief in one God
socialism - kind of governance

	ist
	dealer, doer 
(noun suffix)
	realist - one who is realistic 
dentist - deals with teeth

	ity
	state of being 
(noun suffix)
	sagacity - state of being wise

	ive
	like (adjective suffix)
	quantitative - concerned with number or volume

	ize, ise
	to make 
(verb suffix)
	harmonize - make harmonious 
revolutionize - make revolutionary

	oid
	resembling, like
(adjective suffix)
	ovoid - like an egg
anthropoid - resembling a human

	ose
	full of 
(adjective suffix)
	verbose - full of words

	osis
	condition (noun suffix)
	psychosis - diseased mental condition 
hypnosis - induced sleep

	ous
	full of (adjective suffix)
	nauseous - full of nausea 
ludicrous - foolish

	tude
	state of (noun suffix)
	fortitude - state of strength
certitude - state of certainty



WORDS WITH A SUFFIX AND PREFIX

A prefix and suffix has always of least one sounded vowel.

Divide the word into syllables separating the prefix and suffix from the base word.

Re-string
Pitch-er
Use-full

Words with one consonant between two sounded vowels 
a) A word that has one consonant between two sounded  vowels with the first vowel long, is usually divided into syllables before the consonant:  cactus		cac-tus	a long.
b) A word that has one consonant between two sounded vowels, with the first vowel short is usually divided into syllables after the consonants:	cabin		 cab-in	a short

WORDS WITH BLENDS

The word between has two consonants between tw is consonant blend, you don’t divide between two consonants tw should be treated as a single consonant.

In a word that has three consonants between two vowels, two of the consonants may be a blend or a digraph. You treat the blend or digraph. You treat the blend or digraph as one consonant. 
Example: 
Athlete has a th digraph. You divide the word between the digraph and the consonant 				a-thlet

When a word ends in –le the –le and the consonant before it make up a syllable as in gentle  gen-tle

Emphasis

When you emphasis spoken words, the sound of the sentence changes. Typical characteristics of an emphasized spoken word include:
· The first syllable of a key word is pronounced louder than other syllables.
· The pitch goes down from the previous word.
· A key word is spoken more slowly.
· A vowel sound is stretched.
· A pause after the word is spoken.
· Accompanying emphasis in body language .
What this is doing is causing the emphasized word to be highlighted as particularly important, signaling to the other person that when they infer meaning from your sentence, they should take particular care with understanding the meaning you have given to this word.
Emphasis may also be created or increased by pausing just before the word or phrase to emphasize. This can be more subtle than heavy accentuation of the word itself.
Emphasis can also be added with body language, for example by nodding or tilting the body forward slightly in time with verbal emphasis.
Emphasis works by the contrast principle, where emphasizing something makes it different from the thing around it. Where it stimulates needs, such as with aggressive body language, it may use thearousal principle to get people stimulated.
Emphasis can also be caused by repetition, with subsequent repeats increasing the importance being signalled. Multiple repetition thus says 'this is very, very important.'
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Emphasis changes meaning

Emphasis causes attention
An emphasized word says 'Look at me! I am more important than the words around me. Pay attention to my meaning.' It makes the other person linger on that word as they search for the  special meaning you have inferred. 
If I say 'You are so good' it drags attention to the emphasized word 'good'. It can be as if you just said 'good'. The other person will linger longer here, taking more notice of the feelings that the word invokes and pondering more your intent in making this emphasis.
Using a pause before the word causes tension as the person wonders what will be said next. 'You are so...good'.

Emphasis distracts
When emphasis grabs attention for one word, it automatically removes attention from other words,distracting the person from something which you want to slip in without them really noticing them too much.
If I say 'You are so good to help tidy the house' you may be so focused on the 'good' that before you realize it, you find that you have volunteered to help tidy up. If you do not help, then you are refuting the sentence, including the emphasized 'good' that feels so nice. 

Emphasis implies a contrast
Emphasizing something often leads to it being contrasted with something else. Note how a simple change in emphasis changes the meaning of the line from the nursery rhyme 'Mary had a little lamb.'
 
	Mary had a little lamb
	Mary, not Tom, had the lamb

	Mary had a little lamb
	She had it once, but she does not have it now

	Mary had a little lamb
	She had one, not two, and not 'the' lamb

	Mary had a little lamb
	The lamb was little, not big

	Mary had a little lamb
	It was a lamb, not a dog


 
You may well have spotted that emphasis invokes the opposite. Mary, not Tom. Little, not big. You can use this if you want to imply a contrast. 'It's warm today' invokes memories of cold days, making today seem even warmer. 'You are very kind' contrasts the other person with less kind people, setting up their identity as a generous person (and allowing you to ask something else of them).

Emphasis indicates arousal
When a person uses greater emphasis, more frequently, then this is a typical indication that they are emotionally aroused in some way. It may be a simple passion for the subject. It may also be anger -- other language and non-verbal signals will indicate which.

English Pronunciation
English Pronunciation is a suggestion for how English would sound if its pronunciation were logically connected to its spelling. English Pronunciation is the antithesis of spelling reform as the solution to the problem of English spelling. Instead of changing our spelling, why not change our pronunciation? It wouldn't involve reprinting all books or breaking with the past. And pronunciation is in our hands, not in the hands of "authorities". All we have to do is to pronounce words the way they are spelled.
English has an unusually rich and complex vowel system, and a great deal of variation in vowel pronunciation across dialects. Standard English spelling does not identify pronunciations clearly or reliably, as poems like this one indicate. Therefore, the easiest way to start is with a list of vowel categories or equivalence classes, each represented by a set of words whose vowels are all pronounced alike. For each vowel category, we'll pick a single word as a convenient way to name the class. This doesn't tell us how the words in each vowel class are pronounced -- and of course the pronunciation varies across dialects. Different dialects also differ in how many distinctions they make. Therefore each phonological equivalence class tells us only that the vowels in it behave the same way.


Across English dialects, we need something like 24 "lexical sets" to do the job. This particular classification comes from J. C. Wells' Accents of English:
	Number
	Name
	Other Examples
	Number
	Name
	Other Examples

	1
	KIT
	ship, rib, dim
	13
	THOUGHT
	Waugh, hawk, broad

	2
	DRESS
	step, ebb, hem
	14
	GOAT
	soap, robe, home

	3
	TRAP
	bad, cab, ham
	15
	GOOSE
	loop, mood, boom

	4
	LOT
	stop, odd, Tom
	16
	PRICE
	ripe, tribe, time

	5
	STRUT
	cup, rub, hum
	17
	CHOICE
	boy, void, coin

	6
	FOOT
	bush, look, good
	18
	MOUTH
	pouch, loud, noun

	7
	BATH
	staff, clasp, dance
	19
	NEAR
	beer, weird, fierce

	8
	CLOTH
	cough, long, gone
	20
	SQUARE
	care, air, wear

	9
	NURSE
	curb, turn, work
	21
	START
	far, sharp, farm

	10
	FLEECE
	reap, seed, seize
	22
	NORTH
	for, York, storm

	11
	FACE
	late, babe, name
	23
	FORCE
	ore, floor, coarse

	12
	PALM
	bra, Brahms, blah
	24
	CURE
	boor, tour, gourd


Because of splits and mergers, any particular choice of sets is likely to make some distinctions that are unnecessary for a given dialect, and also to fail to make some other useful distinctions.
ENGLISH ORTHOGRAPY
English orthography is the alphabetic spelling system used by the English language. English orthography, like other alphabetic orthographies, uses a set of habits to represent speech sounds in writing. In most other languages, these habits are regular enough so that they may be called rules. In standard English spelling, however, nearly every sound is spelled in more than one way, and most spellings and all letters can be pronounced in more than one way and often in many different ways. This is partly due to the complex history of the English language,[1] but mainly because no systematic spelling reform has been implemented in English, contrary to the situation in most other languages.
In general, English spelling does not reflect the sound changes in the pronunciation of the language that have occurred since the late fifteenth century.

