TONES
It appeared in the author's teaching experience that only four types of tones can be efficiently taught to non-native speakers of English:

· fall

· low-rise

· high-rise

· fall-rise

What makes a tone a rising or failing or any other type of tone is the direction of the pitch movement on the last stressed (tonic) syllable (Brown, 1977:45). If the tonic syllable is in non-final position, the glide continues over the rest of the syllables. A fall in pitch on the tonic syllable renders the tone as 'fall'. A 'rise' tone is one in which the tonic syllable is the start of an upward glide of pitch. This glide is of two kinds; if the upward movement is higher, then it is 'high rise'; if it is lower, then it is 'low rise'. 'Fall-rise' has first a pitch fall and then a rise.
Fall (A Falling Tone)

A falling tone is by far the most common used tone of all. It signals a sense of finality, completion, belief in the content of the utterance, and so on. A speaker, by choosing a falling tone, also indicates to the addressee that that is all he has to say, and offers a chance (turn-taking) to the addressee to comment on, agree or disagree with, or add to his utterance.  However, it is up to the addressee to do either of these. This tone does in no way solicit a response from the addressee. Nonetheless, it would be polite for the addressee to at least acknowledge in some manner or form that he is part of the discourse. Now, let us see the areas in which a failing tone is used. The following is a proclamation in which a teacher is informing a student of the consequences of his unacceptable behavior.
  I'll report you to the HEADmaster

A falling tone may be used in referring expressions as well.
  I've spoken with the CLEAner.

Questions that begin with wh-questions are generally pronounced with a falling tone:
  Where is the PENcil?

Imperative statements have a falling tone.
i) Go and see a DOCtor.
ii) Take a SEAT.

Requests or orders have a falling tone too.
i) Please sit DOWN
ii) Call him IN.

Exclamations:
  Watch OUT!
Yes/No questions and tag questions seeking or expecting confirmation can be uttered with a falling tone. And the response to it may be lengthened. Consider the following example:
a) You like it, DON'T you?
b) YEES.
In a Yes/No question structure, if the speaker uses a falling tone, we assume that he already knows the answer, or at least he is sure that he knows, and the purpose of asking the question, as far as the speaker is concerned, is to put the answer on record. In the following exchange, the speaker is sure to get a 'Yes' answer from the addressee:
a) Have you MET him?
b) YES.
Low Rise (A Rising Tone)

This tone is used in genuine 'Yes/No' questions where the speaker is sure that he does not know the answer, and that the addressee knows the answer. Such Yes/No questions are uttered with a rising tone. For instance, consider the following question uttered with a rising tone, the answer of which could be either of the three options:
A) Isn't he NICE
B) i) Yes.
ii) No.
iii) I don't know.

Compare the above example with the following example, which is uttered with a falling tone, and which can only have one appropriate answer in the context:
a) Isn't he NICE
b) YES.
Other examples which are uttered with a rising tone are:
  Do you want some COFfee?

  Do you take CREAM in your coffee?

High Rise (A Rising Tone)

If the tonic stress is uttered with extra pitch height, as in the following intonation units, we may think that the speaker is asking for a repetition or clarification, or indicating disbelief.
a) I'm taking up TAxidermy this autumn.
b) Taking up WHAT? (clarification)

a) She passed her DRIving test.
b) She PASSED? (disbelief)

Fall Rise (followed by Fall)

While the three tones explicated so far can be used in independent, single intonation units, the fourth tone, fail-rise, appears to be generally used in what may be called 'dependent' intonation units such as those involving sentential adverbs, subordinate clauses, compound sentences, and so on. Fall-rise signals dependency, continuity, and non-finality (Cruttenden, 1986:102). It generally occurs in sentence non-final intonation units. Consider the following in which the former of the intonation units are uttered with a fall-rise tone (the slash indicates a pause):
  Private enterPRISE / is always EFficient.

  A quick tour of the CIty / would be NICE.

  PreSUmably / he thinks he CAN.
  Usually / he comes on SUNday.

One of the most frequent complex clause types in English is one that has dependent (adverbial or subordinate) clause followed by an independent (main) clause. When such a clause has two intonation units, the first, non-final, normally has a fall-rise while the second, final, has falling tone. Therefore, the tone observed in non-final intonation units can be said to have a 'dependency' tone, which is fall-rise (The explication of tone patterns as well as some of the examples in this section are largely based on Cruttenden, 1986). Consider the following:
  When I passed my REAding test / I was VEry happy.

  If you SEE him / give my MESsage.

When the order of complex clause is reversed, we may still observe the pattern fall-rise and fall respectively, as in
  I WON'T deliver the goods / unless I receive the PAYment.

  The moon revolves around the EARTH / as we ALLknow.
  Private enterprise is always EFficient / whereas public ownership means INefficient.

All in all, final intonation units have a falling tone while non-final ones have fall-rise. Consider further complex clauses:
  He joined the ARmy / and spent all his time in ALdershot.

  My sister who is a NURSE / has ONE child.
This completes the four major tones selected for the framework. As is the case in this section, some of these tones can be used in combination when a syntactic unit (sentence) has more than one intonation unit. This section has reviewed the (fall-rise + fall) and (fall + fall-rise) patterns. In the following two sections, two patterns, namely (fall-rise + low rise) and (fall + fall), are examined respectively.
Fall-rise + Low Rise

Typically this tone pattern involves a dependent clause followed by a Yes/No question.
  If I HELPED you / would you try aGAIN?
  Despite its DRAWbacks / do you favor it or NOT?

Fall + Fall

A fall tone can be followed by another fall tone when the speaker expects or demands agreement as in tag questions.
  It's a bit TOO good to be true / ISN'T it?

Reinforcing adverbials can also have a fall when place utterance finally as an expression of after-thought.
  Ann said she'd help as much as she COULD / NATUrally.

If the two actions are part of a sequence of related events, it has (fall + fall) tone pattern, as in the following in which the information in the first intonation unit and the one in the second one do not have dependency:
  She's 28 years OLD / and lives in GiPPSland.
